
ICYMI | View from the Top: The Business of the Great Outdoors

Thank you to everyone who joined us for View from the Top: The Business of the Great
Outdoors, where leaders from across Colorado gathered to explore how innovation,
technology, and purpose are shaping the future of the outdoor economy.

This year’s event featured a dynamic conversation moderated by Robin Thurston, CEO of
Outside Interactive, with panelists Jared Smith (Alterra Mountain Company), Jody Churich
(Vail Resorts), Jen McLaren (Altra Running / VF Corp), and Jeremy Bloom (X Games).
Together, they shared insights on how the outdoor industry continues to drive growth and
opportunity for Colorado — from AI in sports and digital guest experiences to
sustainability, workforce development, and community connection.

We are grateful to our speakers for their authenticity and vision in highlighting the
leadership and innovation that define Colorado’s business community. The conversation
underscored that business, when guided by purpose, is a force for good—driving
innovation, opportunity, and lasting impact across Colorado.
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Fall 2025 Executive Outlook Survey

Last month, COBRT released its inaugural
Executive Outlook Survey, capturing
insights from more than 50 senior
executives across Colorado’s leading
employers. The findings offer a clear pulse
on how business leaders view the state’s
economic climate, policy environment, and
their expectations for the months ahead.
Read the full report to see what they had to
say.
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https://www.cobrt.com/
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https://www.cobrt.com/executive-outlook-survey-fall-2025/
https://www.cobrt.com/executive-outlook-survey-fall-2025/


View Report Report Briefing

In the News

The Colorado Sun
What’s Working: Colorado businesses share gloomy forecast — and a bit
of optimism

Word clouds carry more weight for the people who study the insights of Colorado business
execs than you might think — why else would they be in executive summaries?

And the ones that came out of the inaugural Fall 2025 Executive Outlook Survey
conducted by the Colorado Business Roundtable weren’t exactly brimming with words that
inspire.

The 50 executives polled for the survey used words like “negative,” “uncertainty” and
“technology” to reflect their views on Colorado’s current business climate, and words like
“dynamic,” “entrepreneurial” and “growing” to express their views on the national business
climate. READ MORE

Denver Business Journal﻿
﻿Table of Experts — Leading through change: Colorado higher education
roundtable

The Denver Business Journal recently sat down with chancellors and presidents of local
universities and colleges to dig into their challenges and opportunities.

Moderated by Debbie Brown, president of the Colorado Business Roundtable, the panel
featured Dr. Ken Christensen, chancellor at the University of Colorado Denver; Dr.
Mordecai Ian Brownlee, president of Community College of Aurora; Dr. Janine Davidson,
president of Metropolitan State University of Denver; and Dr. Marielena DeSanctis,
chancellor of the Colorado Community College System. Dr. Jeremy Haefner, chancellor at
the University of Denver, Amy Parsons, president of Colorado State University and Dr.
Andy Feinstein, president at the University of Northern Colorado, provided written
responses. READ MORE

CREW Network
Karla Nugent Named 2025
CREW Denver Trailblazing
Leader

On October 16, 2025, Loenbro
Chief Revenue Officer and COBRT
executive board member, Karla
Nugent, was named the 2025
CREW Denver Trailblazing Leader
of the Year for her passion and
innovation in workforce
development and career pathways in the construction industry. 

https://www.cobrt.com/executive-outlook-survey-fall-2025/
https://youtu.be/1f60zvjF3tE
https://coloradosun.com/2025/10/25/colorado-businesses-gloomy-forecast-economy/
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2025/10/24/experts-colorado-higher-education-roundtable.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karlanugent/


CREW Network is Denver’s premier commercial real estate (CRE) organization area
dedicated to growing the role of women as leaders, drivers and influencers in our industry.
Each year, the CREW Denver Awards celebrate the powerful women who are driving the
industry forward, making a difference, and paving the way for others to do the same.
Congratulations, Karla!

State of Colorado
RK Industries Announces Major Expansion in Aurora, Colorado, Bringing
1,786 New Jobs

Governor Polis, the Global Business Development Division of the Colorado Office of
Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT), and the Aurora Economic
Development Council announced that RK Industries LLC, a Colorado-based leader in
construction, manufacturing, advanced fabrication, and building services solutions,
announced plans to expand its operations in Aurora, Colorado. The 154,488-square-foot
facility will house RK Industries’ headquarters and four of the company’s eight businesses:
RK Industries, RK Mechanical, RK Service, and RK Electrical, along with RK Foundation.
READ MORE

Podcast

New Episode!
Up Close and Personal with Ent Credit Union
CEO Chad Graves

In this episode of A Seat at the Table, Chad Graves, President
& CEO of Ent Credit Union, reflects on his 28-year leadership
journey and Ent’s growth under his tenure—doubling in size
while earning recognition as one of the nation’s best credit
unions and employers. Chad shares insights on embracing
technology from the early days of online banking to today’s AI-
driven innovations, and what’s next for the industry. He also
highlights Ent’s deep community roots and commitment to
advancing financial literacy.

Listen Here

Happening at COBRT

Q4 Policy Pillar Meeting

Last week, COBRT partners
gathered for our Q4 Policy
Pillar Meetings—engaging in
high-level discussions on the
regulatory, infrastructure,
workforce, and community
issues shaping Colorado’s
business climate.

https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/rk-industries-announces-major-expansion-aurora-colorado-bringing-1786-new-jobs
https://www.cobrt.com/up-close-and-personal-with-ent-credit-union-ceo-chad-graves/


We were joined by Patty Salazar, Executive Director of the Department of Regulatory
Agencies, for a timely conversation on regulatory reform; Sandra Solin, Founder of Capitol
Solutions, and Matthew Gonzales, Southwest Executive Director at the Consumer Energy
Alliance, for an in-depth discussion on Colorado’s growing data center infrastructure and
energy demands; and Katherine Keegan, who led a partner feedback session on Shaping
Colorado’s Future Talent Development System.

Additionally, Greg Walcher and DJ Summers from the Common Sense Institute shared
insights on balancing public and private sector resources and the economic factors
affecting Colorado’s competitiveness, while DJ Whetter of Civico offered perspectives on
the role of civic leadership and community engagement in strengthening Colorado’s
business ecosystem.

These quarterly meetings continue to bring together leaders from business, government,
education, and community organizations, fostering collaboration and ensuring the voice of
business is represented in shaping Colorado’s future.

Colorado Business Roundtable Joins National Gathering of State
Roundtable Leaders

Our team at the Colorado Business Roundtable had the pleasure of joining fellow state
business roundtable leaders in Honolulu for the 2025 State Business Roundtable
Executives Annual Meeting, hosted by Gary Kai and the Hawaii Business Roundtable.
Highlights from the program included insights from Kristen Soltis Anderson of Echelon
Insights on national polling trends, Rear Admiral (Ret.) Alma Grocki on the $5B Pearl
Harbor Shipyard modernization, and Professor Carl Bonham of the University of Hawaii on
the state’s economic outlook. A special highlight was meeting Hawaii Lieutenant Governor
Sylvia Luke and connecting with peers who share a commitment to advancing prosperity
and opportunity through the power of business leadership.

Upcoming Events



Denver Business Journal Most Admired CEO Awards Dinner 2025
Thursday, November 20, 2025 | 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM
The Ritz-Carlton, Denver

Most Admired CEOs were built for times like these. Their leadership & actions are guiding
the region's organizations through historic & transformational moments. Join Denver
Business Journal and title sponsor Bank of America at a black-tie awards dinner to
celebrate all awardees!

More Info

Common Sense Institute Free Enterprise Summit
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 | 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Infinity Park Event Center

Join CSI for the 5th Annual Free Enterprise Summit! This year's summit will feature Hanna
Skandera, President and CEO of the Daniels Fund. Don’t miss this opportunity to engage
with leaders, innovators, and changemakers as we explore the future of free enterprise in
Colorado and beyond.

Register

Colorado Business Roundtable engages with elected officials, business and
nonprofit leaders, and other strategic allies to strengthen Colorado’s
economic vitality by unapologetically amplifying the voice of business in
Colorado. Interested in exploring partnership opportunities? Please Inquire at
contact@cobrt.com.

Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT) leverages the experience of executives from

Colorado’s leading employers representing academia, business, community, and

government. Together, we examine state challenges through a long-term, global lens, and

we bring forward solutions to strengthen Colorado’s economy and improve quality of life.

﻿COBRT is the state affiliate of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executive

officers of leading U.S. companies working to promote sound public policy and a thriving

U.S. economy. Learn more and get engaged at cobrt.com.
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