
Get to Know COBRT's 2026 Board of Directors

The Colorado Business Roundtable is exceptionally fortunate to have world-class leaders
on its Board. Executives from the education, government, community, and business
sectors enable COBRT to conduct its mission affecting Coloradans from every corner of
our state. Their unique perspectives and leadership are invaluable to our overall success.

We are grateful for the leadership of Karla Nugent, Chief Revenue Officer at Loenbro and
2026 Chair of the COBRT Board. Her vision for data-driven decision-making and
collaborative problem-solving continues to strengthen COBRT’s role as a trusted convener
of leaders working together to build a more prosperous and competitive Colorado.

Get to Know the Board 

In the News

9NEWS
Colorado’s role in America's return to the moon
Business Buzz with Ryan Frazier

Did you know Colorado is powering the next giant leap in space exploration? Catch Paul
Anderson of Lockheed Martin on 9NEWS' Business Buzz with Ryan Frazier to learn how

https://www.cobrt.com/
https://www.cobrt.com/
https://www.cobrt.com/about/board-of-directors/


Colorado’s aerospace employers, engineers, and innovators are helping make NASA’s
Artemis II mission possible — from spacecraft systems and mission support to cutting-
edge engineering talent. WATCH HERE

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Permitting Reform Is Needed More than Ever﻿
By Martin Durbin

America’s outdated permitting process is delaying critical infrastructure projects, driving up
costs, and creating uncertainty for families and businesses. From energy systems that
power homes and industries to roads and broadband that connect communities, these
projects are essential for improving quality of life—lowering energy costs, enhancing
reliability, and ensuring access to modern conveniences. Congress and the Administration
must work together to modernize the permitting system to secure an affordable, modern
future that meets America’s growing needs.

When policymakers discuss permitting reform, they often talk about shortening and
streamlining the process and reducing the paperwork requirements. These are certainly
critical elements of reform as permits in recent years have required builders to submit tens
of thousands of pages of information, and it has often taken longer to permit a project than
to build one. READ MORE

Habitual Growth Podcast
How Business REALLY Shapes Policy in Colorado (Regulation,
Workforce & Civic Engagement)

In this episode of the Habitual Growth Podcast, Nathan sits down with Debbie Brown,
President of the Colorado Business Roundtable, to discuss what often happens behind
the scenes as business leaders work with policymakers to strengthen Colorado’s
economy. The conversation explores the role of the Colorado Business Roundtable and
the leaders it represents, why regulatory certainty matters for businesses and everyday
workers, and the workforce “match” challenge of connecting talent with the right
opportunities more efficiently.

They also discuss the balance of profit and purpose—highlighting the idea that only
profitable companies can truly be purposeful—and practical ways individuals can engage
in civic life even without formal power. For anyone who cares about Colorado’s future,
including jobs, workforce pipelines, the cost of doing business, and smart public policy,
this conversation offers valuable insight. LISTEN HERE

Happening at COBRT

New Addition to the COBRT Team

COBRT is excited to welcome Stephanie Piko as our new Director of Business
Engagement. Stephanie brings extensive leadership experience to the role, most recently
serving as the third Mayor of Centennial, Colorado, after six years on the Centennial City
Council. During her time as mayor, Centennial was recognized as the #1 Best Place to
Live in Colorado, reflecting her commitment to strong communities, economic vitality, and
thoughtful growth.

https://www.9news.com/video/money/business-brief/colorados-role-in-americas-return-to-the-moon/73-7422f964-694d-4535-bab1-44abd248af2a
https://www.uschamber.com/economy/permitting-reform-is-needed-now-more-than-ever
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhH-FCTcZNA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephaniepiko/


Stephanie has long been engaged in
advancing Colorado’s economic and
civic leadership. She previously
served on the Colorado Business
Roundtable Board of Directors and
helped lead COBRT’s Community
policy pillar. With deep relationships
across business, government, and
community organizations, she is well
positioned to help expand COBRT’s
network and partnerships across the
state. If you’re interested in learning
more about partnering with the
Colorado Business Roundtable, feel
free to reach out to Stephanie at
stephanie@cobrt.com.

Gubernatorial Candidate Series: Senator Barb Kirkmeyer

Last month, the Colorado
Business Roundtable convened
employers and community
leaders for our Gubernatorial
Candidate Series, featuring
State Senator Barb Kirkmeyer.

﻿Following opening remarks from
Jenifer Waller (Colorado
Bankers Association) and Lynn
Granger (Colorado Oil & Gas
Association), Senator Kirkmeyer

shared her perspective on Colorado’s economic future, highlighting priorities including
economic growth, regulatory reform, energy development, and affordability.

While COBRT does not endorse candidates, we are committed to fostering thoughtful
dialogue between employers and those seeking to lead our state. These conversations
provide an important opportunity for business leaders to engage on the policies shaping
Colorado’s economy. Thank you to Senator Kirkmeyer, Jenifer Waller, and Lynn Granger
for their leadership, and to all who joined us for a meaningful morning of conversation and
collaboration.

Exploring Science and Discovery at the Denver Museum of Nature &
Science

The Colorado Business Roundtable recently had the opportunity to go behind the scenes
at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, where COBRT Partners toured the
Museum’s underground collections and learned more about the research, preservation,
and educational programs that serve communities across Colorado and beyond. It was a
fascinating look at the science, expertise, and collaboration that power one of our state’s
most beloved institutions.

mailto:stephanie@cobrt.com


We’re grateful to the Museum
CEO George Sparks and the
DMNS team for hosting our
group and sharing how business
and community partners can
support their work. If you’re
interested in getting more
involved, consider becoming a
Museum Member and joining a
community of more than 50,000
supporters who help make this
work possible. Learn more here:
https://www.dmns.org/member
ship/.

Recent Podcast

Taft is the Modern

Law Firm featuring

Lyle Wallace

Lyle Wallace is the
partner-in-charge of the
Colorado and Nevada
offices for Taft, which
refers to itself as “The
Modern Law Firm.” Lyle
explains exactly what that means as part of our wide-ranging conversation with him that
covers his professional journey, the type of work he does, his philanthropic efforts, his
outlook on the business climate and much more.

As mergers and acquisitions counsel, Lyle guides corporations and private equity groups
through acquisitions, dispositions, and mergers, both domestic and international. He has
represented clients in hundreds of transactions during his career and has developed a
reputation not only as a talented legal practitioner but also as a practical problem-solver. A
client has referred to Lyle as “the most pragmatic and solutions-oriented attorney we have
ever worked with.” Get to know Lyle on this episode of A Seat at the Table with Debbie
Brown.

Listen Now

Upcoming Events

State of the States: Business & Policy Perspectives from Business
Roundtable Leaders from Ohio & California
Thursday, March 12, 2026
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Zoom Meeting

https://www.dmns.org/membership/
https://www.dmns.org/membership/
https://www.taftlaw.com/
https://www.cobrt.com/taft-is-the-modern-law-firm-featuring-lyle-wallace/


Join State Business Roundtable Presidents from across the country for a candid
conversation offering state-by-state perspectives on the top issues shaping business and
public policy. Leaders will discuss how national and state trends impact their states, the
issues top of mind for business, and how regional perspectives can drive a stronger U.S.
economy.

Confirmed: Pat Tiberi, President/CEO, Ohio Business Roundtable; Rob Lapsly, President,
California Business Roundtable

RSVP Here

Aerospace Day at the Colorado Capitol
March 16, 2026
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM﻿
﻿Colorado State Capitol﻿

Join the Colorado Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE), Office of Economic Development
and International Trade (OEDIT), Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT), Aerospace
States' Association (ASA), Colorado Space Coalition (CSC), AIAA Rocky Mountain
Section, and Colorado Space Business Roundtable (CSBR) in coordination with our
numerous aerospace partner organizations, for a day at the Colorado State Capitol.

Enjoy a full day of networking and dialogue with our Colorado Legislators discussing how
Colorado became one of the largest space economies per capita in our nation and how
they can effectively support aerospace in our state. Sponsorships are still available as
well.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bQII5ZF4TGeJuUylbNnDOg?_x_zm_rtaid=uNl-zNoeQ72nUN7KHCYKVw.1772859671256.d4b3f898cf9f2f756b8cf1cab1188717&_x_zm_rhtaid=481#/registration


RSVP Here

Space Symposium
April 13-16, 2026
The Broadmoor, Colorado Springs﻿

Space Symposium is the premier event uniting global space professionals from all
sectors, providing a unique platform to explore critical space issues, foster dialogue, and
drive innovation across the space industry.

For over 40 years, the worldwide space industry has gathered in Colorado Springs
welcoming military, industry, commercial, and government attendees like no other event
on the planet. Join thousands of international attendees, heads of agencies, and hundreds
of confirmed speakers.

https://www.coaerospaceday.com/#/


Register Here

2026 Economic
Forecast National and
Regional Insights
April 30, 2026
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM﻿
﻿CU Denver Business
School Jake Jabs Event
Center | 1475 Lawrence
Street, Denver, CO 80202

Join CU Denver Business
School, and event partner
Colorado Business
Roundtable, for an
informative presentation
by Morgan Stanley's Chief
Economic Strategist, Ellen
Zentner and Colorado State Demographer, Kate M. Watkins, who will share their views on
2026 national and regional key economic themes. Lunch and networking time included.

RSVP Here

CrossPurpose's Pitch Night 2026
Wednesday, May 6, 2026
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

https://www.spacesymposium.org/
https://web.cvent.com/event/4e9117df-9d6d-4fff-a510-21f213b1eb8d/summary?RefId=cobrt


Denver Center for the Performing Arts |
Seawell Ballroom
1350 Arapahoe St. | Denver, CO | 80204

Join us for Pitch Night on May 6, 2026,
to see CrossPurpose graduates
showcase their businesses and secure
seed funding to take them to the next
level.

In this exciting evening, you’ll have a unique opportunity to get involved at the ground level
— to witness transformation happening live and play a role in launching what’s next.
Come ready to be inspired and to back bold beginnings!

RSVP Here

Future of Work: From Data Signals to Strategy
Tuesday, May 19, 2026
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM with reception to follow
Empower Field at Mile High

Colorado’s workforce landscape is full of reports, rankings, and projections—but
what do they actually mean for employers trying to hire, retain, and grow? Built for
executives, HR and talent leaders, and workforce and higher-ed partners, this
Future of Work convening will cut through conflicting signals and translate the latest
labor-market and skills insights into practical, employer-led strategies to keep
Colorado competitive.

This event convenes over 350 leaders from Colorado’s employer and workforce
ecosystem, including C-suite executives, HR and talent leaders, and decision-
makers from academia, business, community, and government. Attendees gather to
explore the most relevant workforce data, hear insights from leading researchers
and employers, and translate emerging trends into strategies that strengthen talent
pipelines and keep Colorado competitive.

https://bolder.bid/app/public/bidapp/pitchnight26


Register Here

Colorado Business Roundtable engages with elected officials, business and
nonprofit leaders, and other strategic allies to strengthen Colorado’s
economic vitality by unapologetically amplifying the voice of business in
Colorado. Interested in exploring partnership opportunities? Please Inquire at
contact@cobrt.com.

Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT) leverages the experience of executives from

Colorado’s leading employers representing academia, business, community, and

government. Together, we examine state challenges through a long-term, global lens, and

we bring forward solutions to strengthen Colorado’s economy and improve quality of life.

﻿COBRT is the state affiliate of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executive

officers of leading U.S. companies working to promote sound public policy and a thriving

U.S. economy. Learn more and get engaged at cobrt.com.
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