BUSINESS IS A

FORCE FOR GOOD

ICYMI: COBRT State of the State with Governor Polis -
Colorado's Next 150 Years

Last month, COBRT was grateful to convene more than 350 leaders from business,
education, and community for our first Signature Event of 2026 - State of the State with
Governor Polis: Colorado’s Next 150 Years. It was a forward-looking conversation on the
economic priorities and policy decisions that will shape Colorado’s long-term
competitiveness.

Governor Polis shared reflections regarding his final year in office and discussed key
issues including housing affordability, workforce and skills alignment, regulatory
streamlining, transportation and infrastructure, and the uncertainty created by shifting
federal dynamics. COBRT President Debbie Brown moderated a lively panel discussion
featuring David Coors (Molson Coors), George Sparks (Denver Museum of Nature and
Science), and Erin Waggoner (Verizon), following an economic outlook presentation by
Brian Lewandowski (Leeds School of Business, CU Boulder).

COBRT extends sincere appreciation to our Presenting Sponsor Verizon and Supporting
Sponsors—Taft, Community College of Aurora, Denver Museum of Nature and Science,
Liberty, Loenbro, Molson Coors, and RevGen—for helping make this important convening
possible. We're grateful for your engagement and look forward to continuing the
conversation at upcoming COBRT events.
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The Denver Gazette

Gov. Polis highlights Colorado’s business climate and affordability
during annual gathering

By Marissa Ventrelli

Gov. Jared Polis used his annual meeting with Colorado business leaders on Wednesday
to take stock of his time in office, highlighting the state’s pandemic response, ongoing
challenges facing downtown economies, and what he described as continued efforts to
balance a strong business climate with affordability concerns.

Polis was joined by leaders of some of the largest businesses in Colorado and the
country, including Molson Coors and Verizon, as well as directors of state agencies like
the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade nd the Division of
Regulatory Affairs.

When asked about lessons he'd learned from the pandemic, Polis noted that the state had
one of the shortest shutdowns and one of the lowest death rates in the nation, and the
tourism industry — he said — remained relatively stable due to the number of outdoor
activities available to visitors. READ MORE

The Denver Gazette

Colorado prepares to send NASA around the moon with upcoming
Artemis Il launch

By Alex Edwards

When NASA's Space Launch System at Kennedy Space Center in Florida fires its engines
for the second time in history, it will be flying because of more than 14,000 Coloradans.

It will carry four astronauts, three Americans and one Canadian, on a 10-day course
around the moon in what may be the most consequential NASA mission in more than 50
years. The mission will be the first crewed mission to our celestial companion since 1972.
Artemis, so named as the twin sister of Apollo, is set to take NASA back..

While Artemis Il won't land on the moon — the landers are still under development — its
mission will be the closest humans have come to touching lunar dust since '72. READ
MORE

Fox Business
One airline soars above the rest in 2025 rankings while two major
carriers crash to bottom

On Thursday, The Wall Street Journal released its annual ranking of the best and worst
airlines. While some industry gains were spotlighted, overall performance did not improve
year over year, even with higher fares and major airline investments.

By a wide margin, Southwest Airlines soared above its competitors to take the top spot. It
marks the first time the carrier ranked No. 1 since 2020, ending Delta’s four-year winning
streak. READ MORE

Happening at COBRT
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Gubernatorial Candidate Series Kickoff with Phil Weiser

In January, COBRT brought together business leaders for a thoughtful conversation with
Phil Weiser as part of our Gubernatorial Candidate Series.

The off-the-record discussion covered issues top of mind for employers across Colorado,
including housing affordability, energy development, the Labor Peace Act, and other
factors shaping the state’s economic future.

Although COBRT does not endorse candidates, these conversations are designed to give
the business community the opportunity to hear directly from candidates and better
understand their priorities and perspectives. We look forward to meeting with other
candidates soon. Thank you to the COBRT partners who joined the discussion.
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We were grateful to welcome CO State

Legislative Leadership including James

Coleman, Cleave Simpson, Jennifer Bacon, and Anthony Hartsook, alongside a national
policy briefing from the Business Roundtable’s Andrew Beilein.

Thank you to our speakers, partners, and Policy Cabinet members for leaning into
thoughtful dialogue and collaboration. As we look ahead, 2026 is another important year to
elevate how business is a force for good - bringing practical insight, long-term thinking,
and real-world solutions to Colorado’s most pressing challenges.

Recent Podcast

The 2025 Talent Pipeline Report featuring Lee Wheeler-Berliner and Ryan
Gedney
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From the Colorado Workforce Development Council

Upcoming Events

State of the States: Business & Policy Perspectives from Business
Roundtable Leaders

Thursday, February 19, 2026

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM MST

Featuring: Adam Knapp, CEO, Leaders for a Better Louisiana; Justin Yancy, President,
Texas Business Leadership Council; and Michael Simas, President/CEQO, The Florida
Council Of 100

Join State Business Roundtable Presidents from across the country for a candid
conversation offering state-by-state perspectives on the top issues shaping business and
public policy. Leaders will discuss how national and state trends impact their states, the
issues top of mind for business, and how regional perspectives can drive a stronger U.S.
economy.
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Aerospace Day at the Colorado Capitol
March 16, 2026

9:00 AM

Colorado State Capitol

Join the Colorado Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE), Office of Economic Development
and International Trade (OEDIT), Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT), Aerospace
States' Association (ASA), Colorado Space Coalition (CSC), AIAA Rocky Mountain
Section, and Colorado Space Business Roundtable (CSBR) in coordination with our
numerous aerospace partner organizations, for a day at the Colorado State Capitol.

Enjoy a full day of networking and dialogue with our Colorado Legislators discussing how
Colorado became one of the largest space economies per capita in our nation and how
they can effectively support aerospace in our state. Sponsorships are still available as
well.
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Monday, March 16th, 2026
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
200 East Colfax Ave, Denver, CO 80203
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RSVP Here

2026 Economic
Forecast National and & Donver

oo It 2026 ECONOMIC FORECAST:

April 30, 2026

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INSIGHTS

CU Denver Business Thursday, April 30 | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

School Jake Jabs Event CU Denver Business School | Jake Jabs Event Center
Center | 1475 Lawrence

Street, Denver, CO 80202

Join CU Denver Business
School, and event partner
Colorado Business
Roundtable, for an

informative presentation
P , ) Chief Economics Strategist State Demographer
by Morgan Stanley's Chief Morgan Stanley State of Colorado

Economic Strategist, Ellen



https://www.coaerospaceday.com/#/

Zentner and Colorado State Demographer, Kate M. Watkins, who will share their views on
2026 national and regional key economic themes. Lunch and networking time included.

RSVP Here

Colorado Business Roundtable engages with elected officials, business and
nonprofit leaders, and other strategic allies to strengthen Colorado’s
economic vitality by unapologetically amplifying the voice of business in
Colorado. Interested in exploring partnership opportunities? Please Inquire at
contact@cobrt.com.

Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT) leverages the experience of executives from
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Colorado’s leading employers representing academia, business, community, and
government. Together, we examine state challenges through a long-term, global lens, and
we bring forward solutions to strengthen Colorado’s economy and improve quality of life.

COBRT is the state affiliate of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executive
officers of leading U.S. companies working to promote sound public policy and a thriving
U.S. economy. Learn more and get engaged at cobrt.com.

Colorado Business Roundtable | 6295 Greenwood Plaza Blvd Suite 100 | Greenwood Village, CO 80111
us
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