
REGISTER TODAY:

COBRT State of the State with Governor Polis - Colorado's Next 150
Years
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Denver Art Museum

As Governor Polis delivers his final State of the State, we’ll take a look at Colorado’s
progress in recent years and the priorities that will shape its long-term competitiveness.
We're excited to have a forward-looking dialogue on what the future demands from both
policymakers and employers. After short opening remarks, Governor Polis will participate
in a moderated Q&A with executives from some of Colorado’s leading employers.

Register

In the News

The Denver Gazette

GUEST OPINION: Seeing business as a force for good
By Debbie Brown and Chris Brown

A resurgence of opportunity in Colorado will not be possible until there is a wider embrace
of business as a force for good—a catalyst for innovation, job creation and community
well-being. Colorado has long been recognized for its entrepreneurial spirit, natural beauty
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and high quality of life. Yet there is mounting evidence that rising costs and an increasingly
complex business environment are tipping the scales against the very strengths that make
Colorado thrive.

Recent data on the state’s economic performance paint a sobering picture. Over the past
12 months, private-sector jobs in Colorado grew just 0.4%, compared to 1% nationally. In
contrast, government employment increased 1.9% in Colorado versus 0.6% across the
country. Our GDP growth in 2024 ranked just 40th among states, and Colorado’s
workforce growth—the foundation of future prosperity—has been lagging for several
years. READ MORE

Office of Governor Polis
Governor Polis, Legislative, Education and Workforce Leaders
Announce Innovative Vision for Colorado Learners, Jobseekers,
& Employers

Governor Polis, and legislative, education and workforce leaders from across the
state released a new report outlining a robust vision for higher education and workforce
development in Colorado. The Governor took action earlier this year by issuing Executive
Order 2025-006, Reimagining the Future of Colorado’s Postsecondary Talent
Development System, which directed state agencies to analyze Colorado’s current post-
secondary talent system and develop recommendations for positive change. READ
MORE

Western Governors' Foundation
2026 Leadership Institute Call for Applications Due February 6

The Western Governors’ Foundation (WGF), the philanthropic arm of the Western
Governors’ Association (WGA), is pleased to announce the launch of the 2026 Western
Governors’ Leadership Institute. This program is designed to recognize, reward, and
promote the effective exercise of leadership by young adults across the West.

Each year the foundation selects young adults to represent their states, territories, and
tribes as institute delegates. Delegates attend the Annual Meeting of the Western
Governors’ Association, as well as a one-day leadership development forum. The
foundation covers all expenses associated with delegate participation. READ MORE

Colorado Politics

Regulatory layers turn cost of doing business in Colorado into ‘death by

a thousand cuts’
By Marianne Goodland

Amid recession fears, tariffs uncertainty, slowing job growth, and economic uncertainty,
Colorado businesses said one challenge outweighs them all – a regulatory thicket that is
driving up costs, stalling investment and pushing companies to look elsewhere in the
country.

For a long time, Colorado’s economic identity has benefited from the reputation that
industries thrive here. But as regulatory expansion accelerates, especially in recent years,
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the cracks are showing, Colorado’s business community lamented.

The latest from the Colorado Business Roundtable’s fall report is stark: More than 50
senior executives described a business climate slipping beneath the national average,
shaped not by economic cycles but by state public policy. Nearly two-thirds of the
executives said they anticipate conditions will worsen, warning that the very ecosystem
that once attracted businesses is starting to drive them away. READ MORE

Happening at COBRT

2025 Human Potential Summit

Last month, Colorado Business Roundtable
was honored to participate in the 2nd Annual
Human Potential Network in Utah. We
hosted an engaging Inside the Boardroom
session in partnership with United Airlines,
diving into the real-world challenges and
opportunities of scaling Work-Based Learning
(WBL) and apprenticeships.

We were thrilled to collaborate with leaders from Pinnacol Assurance, Red Rocks
Credit Union, Encore Electric, Inc., and others as we explored how innovative WBL
models can drive business growth and strengthen Colorado’s workforce.

A Business-Led Conversation on
Immigration and Competitiveness

COBRT was proud to join FWD.us and leaders from
across Colorado for last week's Protect the American
Workforce roundtable. With more than a dozen
business organizations represented — and
congressional staff and press observing — the
discussion focused on practical, real-world immigration
challenges facing Colorado employers.

Colorado’s employers are clear: modernizing the
immigration system is essential to strengthening our
workforce and competitiveness. COBRT is proud to
contribute to this important national conversation.

Upcoming Events

State of the States: Business & Policy Perspectives from Business
Roundtable Leaders
Thursday, February 19, 2026
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM MST
Featuring: Adam Knapp, CEO, Leaders for a Better Louisiana; Justin Yancy, President,
Texas Business Leadership Council; and Michael Simas, President/CEO, The Florida
Council Of 100
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Join State Business Roundtable Presidents from across the country for a candid
conversation offering state-by-state perspectives on the top issues shaping business and
public policy. Leaders will discuss how national and state trends impact their states, the
issues top of mind for business, and how regional perspectives can drive a stronger U.S.
economy.
RSVP Link

Colorado Business Roundtable engages with elected officials, business and
nonprofit leaders, and other strategic allies to strengthen Colorado’s
economic vitality by unapologetically amplifying the voice of business in
Colorado. Interested in exploring partnership opportunities? Please Inquire at
contact@cobrt.com.

Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT) leverages the experience of executives from

Colorado’s leading employers representing academia, business, community, and

government. Together, we examine state challenges through a long-term, global lens, and

we bring forward solutions to strengthen Colorado’s economy and improve quality of life.

﻿COBRT is the state affiliate of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executive

officers of leading U.S. companies working to promote sound public policy and a thriving

U.S. economy. Learn more and get engaged at cobrt.com.
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