
Spring 2026 Executive Outlook: What Our Partners Are
Saying

COBRT is excited to release our Spring
2026 Executive Outlook Survey today.
Drawn from insights from more than 50
senior leaders at Colorado's leading
employers, the findings reveal a business
community that remains resilient and
focused on growth — while also sending
one of the clearest signals we've seen
about the state's competitiveness. Six in ten
executives expect Colorado's business
climate to worsen over the next six months,
and 81% say state policy is negatively
impacting their business, up sharply from
65% in the fall.

﻿At the same time, confidence in their own organizations remains strong. Fifty-seven
percent of executives expect sales to grow, three-quarters plan to maintain or expand their
Colorado workforce, and investment expectations improved from the fall. The contrast
between that internal optimism and the growing concern about Colorado's direction is a
key takeaway of this survey — and it's what we'll be carrying into policy conversations
ahead.

Read the full report, and join us Tuesday, April 28 at 2:00 PM MST for a virtual briefing
walking through the findings in depth.

Read the Report Register for Virtual Briefing

In the News

Denver Gazette
PERSPECTIVE: Colorado’s prosperity is on the brink
By Dave Davia, Debbie Brown, Loren Furman, J.J. Ament and Kourtny Garrett

When a company leaves Colorado, no one wins; especially not the line cooks, delivery
drivers, bookkeepers, or the small businesses depending on them. Too often, business
departures are shrugged off as isolated or inconsequential incidents. They are not. Their
departures are a sign of the growing disconnect in our state between policy intentions and
the real-world consequences for workers, families, and communities.

https://www.cobrt.com/
https://www.cobrt.com/
https://www.cobrt.com/report/spring-2026-executive-outlook-survey/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zHLvRPfHSXC5oxmqDi4g1Q


Colorado has long been a place where people come to build their futures. Our strong
workforce, entrepreneurial spirit, and high quality of life have made the Centennial State
one of the country’s most dynamic and desirable places to live and work. 

Until recently. Warning signs are emerging that suggest our economic foundation is
straining. READ HERE

CBS News
Hundreds of Colorado business leaders call for action as nearly 100
companies leave the state﻿
By Shaun Boyd

Colorado is losing businesses and jobs at an alarming rate. Now, the ones who've stuck
around are calling on state leaders to make changes before things get even worse.

Since 2022, Colorado has also had a net loss of 34 public company headquarters. Some
of the states seeing gains from Colorado's losses included Texas, California and North
Carolina.

More than 200 business and civic leaders signed a letter to Gov. Jared Polis, Sen. John
Hickenlooper, Denver Mayor Mike Johnston, and Democratic gubernatorial candidates
Michael Bennet and Phil Weiser. It warns of dire consequences if Colorado doesn't
become a more welcoming place for job creators. READ MORE

Denver Business Journal

Construction firm moves HQ to Aurora
By Justyna Tomtas

A manufacturer that specializes in construction services has officially moved its Denver-
based headquarters to the city of Aurora, a move that is anticipated to create over 1,000
new jobs within the first year.

RK Industries, formerly based in Denver, opened its nearly 155,000-square-foot
headquarters at 3301 Lewiston St. on April 1, the company announced. The Aurora facility
is over 70% larger than RK’s previous headquarters and will serve as the central hub for
its operations. READ MORE

Happening at COBRT

Colorado Leaders Witness History at Artemis II Launch

The Colorado Business Roundtable joined partners in Cape Canaveral to witness the
historic Artemis II launch, convening leaders across our network around this milestone
moment.

Hosted by Lockheed Martin Space, COBRT used this moment to highlight the critical role
aerospace plays in Colorado’s economy and in advancing U.S. innovation and security.
With more than 200 Colorado companies contributing to the mission, Artemis II reflects the
strength and global impact of the state’s business ecosystem.

https://gazette.com/2026/03/29/perspective-colorados-prosperity-is-on-the-brink/#google_vignette
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-companies-leave-hundreds-business-leaders-calls-action/
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2026/04/08/rk-industries-aurora-headquarters-relocation-cre.html


The experience underscored COBRT’s commitment to bringing leaders together to better
understand and support industries that drive long-term economic growth. It also served as
a powerful example of how collaboration and purpose can propel meaningful progress.

Bringing Business to the Table: COBRT Wraps Candidate Conversations

As the Colorado Business
Roundtable concludes its
gubernatorial candidate
meetings ahead of the primary
elections, we were proud to
convene partners alongside
leaders including U.S. Senator
Michael Bennet, Attorney
General Phil Weiser, State
Senator Barb Kirkmeyer, and
Victor Marx.

These conversations created valuable space for employers to engage directly with
candidates on the business and economic issues shaping Colorado’s future. While
COBRT does not endorse candidates, we remain committed to fostering thoughtful
dialogue between employers and those seeking to lead our state. 

COBRT at the Capitol: Advancing Policy for Colorado’s Workforce and
Business Climate

The Colorado Business Roundtable has been actively engaged at the State Capitol this
session, advocating for policies that strengthen Colorado’s workforce and economic
competitiveness. COBRT President Debbie Brown recently testified in support of HB26-
1317, focused on building a more unified, employer-connected postsecondary system to
create clearer pathways for learners and a stronger talent pipeline for employers.

We also supported SB26-137, which takes a thoughtful approach to streamlining outdated
and duplicative regulations while protecting the public interest—helping modernize
Colorado’s regulatory environment.



Recent Podcast

Podcast Spotlight: ﻿

﻿Building Colorado’s ﻿
﻿Workforce with Dr.
Marielena DeSanctis

On this episode of A Seat at the
Table, Dr. Marielena DeSanctis,
Chancellor of the Colorado
Community College System,
shares her journey from engineer
to education leader and her vision
for expanding opportunity across
Colorado.

Leading a system of 13 colleges,
she is focused on access, affordability, and creating clear pathways for learners to
succeed. In the conversation, Dr. DeSanctis challenges common misconceptions about
community colleges, highlights the return on investment for students, and explores how
education must evolve to meet the demands of today’s workforce. She also dives into
timely topics including AI, higher education funding, and the critical connection between
education and workforce development.

Listen Now

Upcoming Events

https://www.cobrt.com/the-colorado-community-college-system-featuring-dr-marielena-desanctis/


BRIEFING: Colorado Business Roundtable Executive Outlook
April 28, 2026
2:00 PM - 2:45 PM MST﻿
﻿Zoom Briefing

Join us for a briefing on the latest Executive Outlook Survey, which captures insights from
senior leaders across the state. This session will highlight executive perspectives on
Colorado’s business climate, the broader national economy, and growth expectations.
Learn why business leaders remain cautious about the state’s outlook, confident in their
own organizations, and increasingly concerned about the impact of policy on hiring,
investment, and long-term decisions. Featuring: Chris Brown and Zach Schofield with
Centennial Economics.

RSVP to Attend

2026 Economic
Forecast National and
Regional Insights
April 30, 2026
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM﻿
﻿CU Denver Business
School Jake Jabs Event
Center | 1475 Lawrence
Street, Denver, CO 80202

Join CU Denver Business
School, and event partner
Colorado Business
Roundtable, for an
informative presentation
by Morgan Stanley's Chief
Economic Strategist, Ellen
Zentner and Colorado State Demographer, Kate M. Watkins, who will share their views on
2026 national and regional key economic themes. Lunch and networking time included.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zHLvRPfHSXC5oxmqDi4g1Q


RSVP Here

CrossPurpose's Pitch Night 2026
Wednesday, May 6, 2026
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Denver Center for the Performing Arts |
Seawell Ballroom
1350 Arapahoe St. | Denver, CO | 80204

Join us for Pitch Night on May 6, 2026,
to see CrossPurpose graduates
showcase their businesses and secure seed funding to take them to the next level.

In this exciting evening, you’ll have a unique opportunity to get involved at the ground level
— to witness transformation happening live and play a role in launching what’s next.
Come ready to be inspired and to back bold beginnings!

RSVP Here

Future of Work: From Data Signals to Strategy
Tuesday, May 19, 2026
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM with reception to follow
Empower Field at Mile High

Colorado’s workforce landscape is full of reports, rankings, and projections—but
what do they actually mean for employers trying to hire, retain, and grow? Built for
executives, HR and talent leaders, and workforce and higher-ed partners, this
Future of Work convening will cut through conflicting signals and translate the latest
labor-market and skills insights into practical, employer-led strategies to keep
Colorado competitive.

This event convenes over 350 leaders from Colorado’s employer and workforce
ecosystem, including C-suite executives, HR and talent leaders, and decision-
makers from academia, business, community, and government. Attendees gather to
explore the most relevant workforce data, hear insights from leading researchers
and employers, and translate emerging trends into strategies that strengthen talent
pipelines and keep Colorado competitive.

Register Here

https://web.cvent.com/event/4e9117df-9d6d-4fff-a510-21f213b1eb8d/summary?RefId=cobrt
https://bolder.bid/app/public/bidapp/pitchnight26
https://www.futureofworkco.com/


Colorado Business Roundtable engages with elected officials, business and
nonprofit leaders, and other strategic allies to strengthen Colorado’s
economic vitality by unapologetically amplifying the voice of business in
Colorado. Interested in exploring partnership opportunities? Please Inquire at
contact@cobrt.com.

mailto:contact@cobrt.com


Colorado Business Roundtable (COBRT) leverages the experience of executives from

Colorado’s leading employers representing academia, business, community, and

government. Together, we examine state challenges through a long-term, global lens, and

we bring forward solutions to strengthen Colorado’s economy and improve quality of life.

﻿COBRT is the state affiliate of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executive

officers of leading U.S. companies working to promote sound public policy and a thriving

U.S. economy. Learn more and get engaged at cobrt.com.
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